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Competition Overview 

• WHAT? 
– Energy efficiency competitions for Cincinnati area office buildings 

 

• WHO? 
– Commercial office buildings in the Cincinnati market 

– Presented by BOMA Cincinnati, IREM, and Duke Energy 

 

• WHY? 
– Raise awareness and accelerate action on energy efficiency 

– Reduce operating costs for building owners and tenants 

– Improve competitive positioning 

– Demonstrate community leadership 

 



Why focus on energy efficiency in 
commercial real estate? 

• COST SAVINGS 
 

 

• INCREASED ASSET VALUE 
 

 

• CLIENT AND INVESTOR DEMANDS 
 

 

• COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE 
 

 

• COMMUNITY  & ENVIRONMENT 

$$$ 



Timeline 

Registration Recognition Competition 

Fall 2011 2012 Spring 2013 

Benchmarking 

Investigation 

Planning/budgeting 

Implementation 



Measuring Energy Efficiency 

Fuel  

Efficiency  

MPG 

Is 60 MPG high or  
low for an automobile? 

ENERGY STAR Score 

Scale 1 - 100 

Is 90 kBtu/sq. ft./year high 

or  

low for an office building? 



ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager 

• Designed to provide “apples to apples” comparison 
of energy use across similar buildings 

– Generates a 1-100 score for a building 

– Normalizes for weather, occupancy, space use 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Investigating ways to save energy 

• Trainings: 

 

 

• Energy Playbooks: 

 

 



Participation 

• 55 buildings met all eligibility requirements 
– Over 11.6 million square feet of office real estate 

 

• 13 completed energy playbooks 
– Identified over $400,000 in annual energy savings, all linked to Duke Energy 

incentives and resources 
 

• Companies: 
– Cassidy Turley    

– Cincinnati Financial 

– Duke Realty 

– GAIG 

– Hamilton County 

 

 

– McKnight Property Mgmt. 

– Neyer Management 

– Tipton Interests 

– US Bank 

The average 

ENERGY STAR 

rating rose from 

68 in 2011 to 

69 in 2012 



Marketing success 

• Buildings with a rating of 75 can 
earn the ENERGY STAR label 

 

 

21 participating 

 buildings earned 

the ENERGY STAR 

label since 

    2012… 



Prize Categories 

• Highest Performing Building 
– Buildings with the highest verified Energy 

Star ratings 

• Most Improved Performance 
– Buildings showing the significant 

improvement in Energy Star rating from 
2011 to 2012 

• Grand Prize 
– Grand prize for to the firm, building, or 

individual demonstrating superior 
leadership in energy efficiency 

 



AND NOW, THE WINNERS… 



THANK YOU TO OUR JURY: 
o Joe Broughton, DeBra-Kuempel 

o Carl Chavis, Duke Energy 

o Stephanie Geiser, BOMA Cincinnati 

o Dick Hoekzema  

o Adam Pulskamp, Engineering Excellence 

o Jack Davis, JDM Associates 



HIGHEST PERFORMING 
BUILDINGS 



Highest Performing Buildings 

• 3rd Place: 

 

 

Walnut 580 

Cassidy Turley 



Highest Performing Buildings 

• 2nd Place: 

 

 

County Administration 

Building 

Hamilton County 



Highest Performing Buildings 

• 1st Place: 

 

 

312 Plum 

Cassidy Turley 



MOST IMPROVED 
PERFORMANCE 



Most Improved Performance 

Alms & Doepke 

Hamilton County 

• 3rd Place: 

 

 



Most Improved Performance 

County Courthouse 

Hamilton County 

• 2nd Place: 

 

 



Most Improved Performance 

4705 Governor’s Pointe 

Duke Realty 

• 1st Place: 

 

 



Most Improved Performance 

US Bank  

Operations Center 

• Honorable 
Mention 

 

 



GRAND 
PRIZE 



Grand Prize  (Honorable Mention) 

• Honorable 
Mention 

 

 

Cincinnati 

Financial 



Grand Prize 

Cassidy Turley 

- Most actively engaged company 

- Completed 9 energy playbooks 

- Improved performance throughout the portfolio 



CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL PARTICIPANTS! 


